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Correspondence from Germany 

(By Matheus Hantschko) 

 

Post 107 near Spremberg, Lower Lusatia 

June 10, 1914 

 

(Addition) 

Worthy Volksblatt Readers in distant 

Texas! 

 A call goes out to all former members 

of the Brandenburg Rifleman Battalion No. 

3 (Löbbeuer Jäger), that festivities are 

planned for June 1915 to commemorate the 

100th anniversary of existence. The old 

Brandenburg riflemen will not want this 

jubilee to pass without creating an 

endowment of a lasting gift in its honor. 

As gift in honor of the event, consideration 

is given toward the expansion of the 

monument and decorative accessories 

program, initiated with the deployment of 

the busts of Prince Friedrich Karl, 

Bismarck, Moltke and Koons in front of 

the barracks in honor of the 75th 

anniversary. Donations towards this 

substantial cost are requested at this time. 

The donator list will be attached to the 

dedication document.  

 The preparations for the festivities 

regarding the 100 years of unification 

between Lower Lusatia and the Prussian 

Monarchy will occupy the Communal 

Council of the Margrave of Lower Lusatia. 

The document of seizure was executed on 

May 22, 1815. It was decided to create a 

commemorative publication of the history 

of Lower Lusatia since 1525 and to seek 

the authorization for the minting of 20,000 

Jubilee Thaler, as well as, to erect homes 

in Luebben for the aged and dying instead 

of the midwife academy. The provincial 

government has already authorized 10,000 

Mark for this purpose and it is hoped that 

the State will do the same. 

 I extracted the following from the 

weekly seeding conditions report in the 

price reporting section of the German 

Agricultural Agency for the week ending 

June 8th:  

 “The heavy rain showers subsided for 

most of Germany early in the reporting 

week but, soon after Whitsuntide, a drab 

and rainy character resurfaced. With it, 

fresh north-westerly winds developed 

which resulted in considerable cooling. 

The precipitations were not very 

productive but there is enough moisture, 

with the exception of parts of Silesia, and 

only warmer weather is missing to make a 

thriving development possible.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not much has changed in the condition of 

the fields in the last week. It is recognized, 

however, by many reporters, namely from 

eastern areas, that precipitation had been of 

use but that growth was stymied due to 

cold weather and that little or no 

advancement in growth development was 

made during the last week. The stand of 

wheat is, with some exceptions, considered 

to be quite satisfactory. It is now sprouting 

and only needs, as does all other growth, 

warmer and drier weather. Much is 

reported about rust development but not a 

lot of earnest concern is currently attached 

to it. The rye, due to inadequate formation 

of shoots, has remained meager for the 

most part; it is everywhere in bloom for 

which the rainy weather was not an 

advantage during the reporting week. 

Summer seeds, in general, look to be in 

satisfactory condition but have not 

progressed much in the last week. The 

weeds are taking over since the fight 

against them is hampered by the 

continuous wetness. The growth of fodder 

plants is also held back again due to the 

cool weather but there is a general prospect 

for satisfactory yields. The meadows have 

not developed as wished because the base 

grass remained retarded and the hay 

harvest will therefore be less pleasing, in 

places. The root crops, due to the lack of 

warmth, have made little progress and the 

cultivating was delayed because of the 

rain; still, reports about the beet fields 

sound mostly quite favorable. The potatoes 

have run out well, everywhere.” 

        The Railroader. 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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